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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry

Atlanta GA 30333

Ms. Deana Weaver JUN 24 2000
Co-Founder, Carroll Citizens for Sensible Growth 2

PO Box 331

Dillsburg, Pennsylvania 17019

Dear Ms. Weaver;

Thank you for your May 24, 2010, correspondence sent by email to the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) describing your concern about the potential
exposure of community members to treated ash aggregate currently stored at a privately
owned site that has been proposed for redevelopment in Dillsburg, Pennsylvania. In your
letter you noted that approximately 49.5 tons of treated ash aggregate (also known as
AggRite), which consists of ash from a municipal waste incinerator, is stored on the east
end of the property, and that the property was recently sold without providing the new
owner with information about the material. Your concemn is that the results of laboratory
tests indicate the aggregate itself and its leachate contains high concentrations of some
metals and inorganic compounds, and the material is stored in a location where it might
impact local streams or shallow private drinking water wells. As a result of your concern
you asked that ATSDR evaluate the Beneficial Use Permit used by the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) to regulate the use of this material.
This letter is sent to provide information about ATSDR’s Petition Program and
information on how your request was addressed.

Under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA, also known as Superfund), Congress provided ATSDR with the authority to
conduct certain public health assessment activities following a request from a community
member. The ATSDR Petition Program is designed to identify whether a community
member’s petition request is a question that can be evaluated by ATSDR. It is important to
note that in this legislation, ATSDR is not charged directly to enforce existing regulations for
disposal of waste materials or evaluate the effectiveness of those regulations.

Under the Petition Program, ATSDR conducts public health assessment activities to
determine whether people have been, or are currently being exposed to hazardous substances
released into the environment from a hazardous waste site or facility. ATSDR then evaluates
whether the exposure is harmful, or potentially harmful, and should therefore be stopped or
reduced. This evaluation is based on the available environmental monitoring data typically
gathered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the state environmental
regulatory agency. While ATSDRs public health assessment activities are conducted to
evaluate whether an exposure is potentially harmful, they are not able to determine the cause
of an individual’s disease, or identify whether a particular exposure caused a disease or an
increased incidence of a disease in a community.






